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Alaska

Bristol Bay Headwaters Field Study

Headwaters streams identified by the Conservancy are now eligible for
stringent legal safeguards.

Salmon survey in the Bristol Bay headwaters. © Brideet Besaw

Videos

Salmon Science in Bristol Bay headwaters. © Brideet Besaw/The Nature Conservanc

Salmon Science
Explore Bristol Bay headwaters with a Conservancy field crew.
Watch

Watch

Story Highlights

Southwest Alaska field crew searches for research reports, findings and analyses. © Bridget
Besaw

In 2008-2010, Conservancy field teams conducted anadromous fish surveys in the lakes and
streams of the Nushagak-Mulchatna and Kvichak headwaters.

The field research in the upper reaches of the Nushagak and Kvichak has demonstrated that
virtually all water bodies in the area are important for salmon. In fact, salmon were documented
in approximately 75 percent of the streams surveyed, many of them small streams less than 10
feet wide. These healthy watersheds are essential for migrating salmon, rearing salmon, and
spawning salmon in Bristol Bay.
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The lakes and streams identified by the Conservancy are now eligible for the most stringent
safeguards currently available under Alaska state law.

The results:

* The nomination of 104 miles of streams to the state's Anadromous Waters Catalog. The
Alaska Department of Fish & Game maintains anadromous waters data in the Catalog of
Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing or Migration of Anadromous Fishes and its
associated Atlas. This database currently contains the 16,000 streams, rivers and lakes in
Alaska which have been recognized as important spawning, rearing or migration habitat.

+ In 2009, the Conservancy field crews substantiated 222 miles of salmon streams that had
been included in the Alaska Anadromous Waters Catalog but without substantiating data.

Report:

o Fish Survevs in Headwater Streams of the Nushagak and Kvichak River Drainages, Bristol
Bav. Alaska. 2008-2010

Maps:

* Bristol Bayv Salmon Studies: 2008-2010

Nominated stream reaches in 2010:
* Unnamed tributaries of Kaskanak Creek
Nominated stream reaches in 2009:

» Iliamna tributary

+ Kaskanak Creck

+ Koktuli River

+ Lower Talarik Creek
* Newhalen Creck

+ N. Fork Koktuli River
* Pickerel Lakes

+ S. Fk. Koktuli River

» Sucker Bay

» Upper Talarik Creek

Nominated stream reaches in 2008:
*  South Fork Koktuli River
» Upper Talarik Creek
« North Fork Koktuli River

Scientific Literature
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* Salmon Ecosystems and Mining

Field crews used sampling protocols developed by the Alaska Department of Fish & Game. Field
volunteers relied on electro-fishing to gather data such as species presence and size.

Read More

Join the Fight to Save Nature.

Join the Fight to Save Nature

We need to act now, before it's too late. Watch the Video, Take Action

San Pedro de Valdés Reserve, Argentina. Photo © Bridget Besaw

Greening Latin America

We're addressing Latin America's most pressing conservation issues. Read the Story
Share

Donate to The Nature Conservanc

The Nature Conservancy restores salmon passage in the Little Susitna River watershed. © Clark
James Mishler

When you donate today, you’ll help The Nature Conservancy protect the most vital habitats on
Earth.

Donate Now
Explore Related Content

Go Deeper

A large-scale gold mine proposed for Bristol Bay warrants a thoughtful risk analysis. Learn more

Nushagak River Watershed

Traditional use areas are the landscapes in which Native people hunt and fish. Learn more
The Nature Conservanc
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The Nature Conservancy makes careful use of your support.
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The Nature Conservancy is a nonprofit, tax-exempt charitable organization under Section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Donations are tax-deductible as allowed by law.
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